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close of the first year of his management, Secretary Draper had
accumulated for the library a thousand books and a thousand
pamphlets; and since then its growth has been unchecked.

During the years 1858 and 1859, Secretary Draper served as
state superintendent of public instruction. He was quite as effi-
cient in this role as in that of antiquarian collector. Ie was the
originator of a bill establishing towpship libraries, and almost un-
aided secured its passage by the legislature in 1859. The people
of the State raised in the first year of the Draper law a library
fund of $88,784.78 to be expended for the several towns by a State
library board ; but in 1861, when the War of Secession broke out,
and the resources of the commonwealth were taxed to the utmost to
support its troops at the front, the well-digested library law was
repealed and the money already accumulated transferred to other
funds before a book could be purchased or the proposed board
organized. It was not until 1887 —twenty-eight years after—
that an act was again passed by the Wisconsin legislature, estab-
lishing township libraries for the education of rural communities.

It may be truly said of State Superintendent Draper that he was
the first occupant of the office to take a broad grasp of its duties
and responsibilities. e won enthusiastic encomiums from Gov-
ernor Randall, legislative committees, and prominent educators in
different portions of the country,and at various times in the annual
reports of his appreciative suceessors in office, who came to realize,
as they in turn examined the records of the department, what a
complete and healthful revolution he had brought about in its man-
agement,

While serving as state superintendent, he was eax-officio a mem-
ber of the boards of regents of the University of Wisconsin and
the state normal schools, respectively. He was particularly effi-
cient in promoting the interests of the former; and, recognizing
that “the true university of these days is a collection of books,”

devoted his energies to the founding of an adequate library for
~ that institution. This service, as well as his life labors in pro-
moting the cause of historieal literature, was formally recognized
by the state university in 1871, by the conferring upon him the



